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The following comments are in reaction to your "NO
CHRISTIANS
ARE FOUND IN ARAB REFUGEE
CAMPS" article in the Spring 1969 issue of Campanile
Call. The article was written by A_ C. Forrest for
Kerygma Features.
I am a veteran news cameraman from the Middle
East, and a former student at the University of Al Azhar
in Cairo, U.A.R. I lived in Beirut, Lebanon during the
June 1967 war.
Mr. Forrest's article asserts correctly that about ten
per cent of the population in the Arab Middle East is
Christian. Then, he would have us believe that "In
the war Christians in the same percentage lost their lands
and fled over the Jordan River." This is such a perversion of truth that I find it hard to believe a responsible
editor of any publication could let it slip by unnoticed.
Forrest then digresses to say: "A more fruitful pursuit
would be to find out what the Qur'an has to teach uswhich is quite a bit." Forrest counters his digression
with, "However, the fact remains that Christians were
apparently more able to cope with upheaval when it
came." I have been under the impression that journalism as a process whereby we attempt to determine the
truth, and I somehow see no truth arrived at through
religious slurs. Correct me if I'm wrong.
Forrest claims that Christians place a higher value on
education than do Muslims in the Middle East. This
can be called nothing but an out-right lie. There are
more Christians who are educated in English-French
universities than Muslims, this is true. But, may I call
your attention to the days of Colonialisation in the Arab
nations. Brittons and French alike refused educational
rights to Muslims in favor of Christians. Muslims were
virtually locked out of institutes of higher learning for
a century. It was not until the rise of Abdel Nasser in
Egypt in 1952 that Arabs began to take pride once again
in their culture. Universities have been opened by the
hundreds since Nasser's rise to power, and schools are
built in the U.A.R. at the rate of one every three days.
(See Time Magazine, July 1963.)
As far as the great majority of workers and agencies
helping refugees being Christian, I can only say that
U.N.R.W.A. is obviously not a Christian organization.
I t is true that more money arrives to help refugees
from Christian nations than Muslim ones. But it is also
true that Christian nations, at this point in history, are
financially better equipped than Muslim nations. It is
not true that Christians have more compassion for sufferers. If they did, why, then, did they create and support Israel and her aggressions against Arabs: Christian
and Muslim alike. Why, too, was it a "Christian nation"
which created Adolf Hitler? Islam has a far better record when it comes to religious tolerance than Christianity
(Continued
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WHITWORTH GRADUATES ARE
CALLED TO DO THEIR "THING"

Commencement speaker Art Fletcher shares a moment of
humor with those on the platform with him.

By STEFANIE PETTIT
Spokesman-Review

Staff Writer

All people have a capacity to do something in life,
and if each individual seeks to do that thing, his work
can be a labor of love, Art Fletcher said at the 79th
spring commencement of Whitworth College.
Fletcher, assistant secretary of labor for wage and
labor standards and GOP candidate for Washington
lieutenant governor last year, spoke on "Self-realization
as a Definite Goal in Life."
For too long we have put the wrong emphasis on
work, he said. It has been just to earn a living, he
said, and any relationship between the work and selfrealization was purely coincidental.
Fletcher said that the Labor Department is now work.
ing with the idea that employment should satisfy the
desire of individuals, not just to satisfy the needs of
an economy.

Purpose Needed
"We want to design jobs so people can gam a sense
of purpose out of doing them," he said.
A substantial part of the working force today is finding that their jobs do not fulfill their individual needs
for growth and arc withdrawing their egos from the
work and putting them into something that will net
them greater results, he added.
"I am interested in people becoming all they are
capable of becoming, so they can contribute to the wellbeing of the nation as they fully share in the nation's
wealth," Fletcher said.

At this time institutions are being examined, so that
what is good in them can be preserved and what is ill
can be changed and so move on to a new plateau, he
stated. And if this does not happen, our nation may well
be doomed, he said.
He told the graduates that their parents grew up during the depression when material wealth was scarce. So,
he said, their goals were to give their children better
lives than they had.
"We felt a home in the suburbs, two cars in every
garage, and material things should be the goal of America," he said. "And we felt if we could do this for you,
you ~ould be tickled to death and not be challenging
us now.
"We thought we were right in reaching for this. We
were trying to relive our lives in you, and for us that
meant a necessity for an abundance of material things."
He said his generation did not evaluate its dream and
sec that there was something wrong in it.
"For us to see it, it took you to tell us," he said.
"Working should not be just to earn our bread, but we
should be able to realize ourselves through our work."
The extent the American dream becomes infinite is
based on the capacity that each generation has the
chance to realize itself, Fletcher said.

Key to Improvement
"Irrespective of how critical of my generation you are,
you too will have to turn over the- key of responsibili ty
to some future generation that will be as critical of you
as you are of us. You have the job of improving what
you find, sustaining it and passing it on," he said.
"The best my generation can do in the time we have
in controlling the resources until they pass into your
hands is to maintain the status quo and search out its
ills, so that you'll have a better start when you take
over," he added.
Despite the problems America has today, he said that
our philosophical base is in Christianity and "democracy
as we try to practice it in this country is a political expression of Christianity."
Religion is still valid in America, he said and pointed
to the Sermon on the Mount as a manual of instruction
and "a guide for living for the rest of your lives."
Fletcher addressed his remarks specifically to the 1.18
students receiving bachelor's degrees and the 25 receiving masters degrees.

Prize Presented
Retiring president of Whitworth Dr. Mark L. Koe-hler
presented the President's Cup to the student with the
(Continued
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DR. KOEHLER

RECOUNTS

(The following remarks were made by DT. MaTk L.
Koehler at a farewell banquet with a combined attendance oj the Board of Trustees, the faculty, and represent ativ es of the student body together with their husbands and wives, held in the Davenport Hotel on Friday, May 16, 1969.)
My dear colleagues - This is in the nature of a
"swan song." However, I find it difficult to accept the
role. I looked up the definition of a swan ar1jI found it
to be this, "a heavy bodied, very long-necked acquatic
bird of the duck family." I suspect that the song of the
swan is more like a wheezing whistle and a quack than
a real melody. However, after thirty years of intimate
association with Whitworth, it is my privilege now to
reflect with you on seven years of administration. What
is it that we have done together these past seven years
that have gone by so swiftly? No one is more aware than
I that what has been done at Whitworth these past
seven years has been done by all of us together. Let us
begin with money and get that out of the way. A deferred giving program was instituted and is beginning
already to show great success. A new high in Synod
support through the Diamond Anniversary endowment
in a just now completed program for the future will be
most encouraging. Life trusts are beginning to come to
us in more numbers. For almost all of these years, we
have had black budgets. vVe are now entering a tense
period of financial stress enjoyed by nearly all private
colleges in America but our future is not without hope
because of certain acts of the trustees and certain life
trusts which will shortly be ours. For the faculty and
staff, there have been increases every year of these seven.
We have instituted a major medical and hospital coverage program which seems very helpful.
What have we done together in the way of facilities?
Let me just list a few. Stewart Hall came into being.
The Johnston Science Center was built. Baldwin-jenkins
dormitory has been constructed. Certain buildings have
been transferred into an art complex. Air-conditioning
has been added to the auditorium. The library has received a really great addition and renovation. Shop facilities and equipment have been improved. Campus
utilities and campus improvements, such as parking,
walkways, etc., are numerous. A new English facility
has been prepared and is giving good service.
Certain student services have been improved. There
was the matter of the little food fracas that led to our
bringing Saga into the life of the campus with great
success. A new insurance program for our students has
been instigated. A much improved health program is
now in operation. The spiritual life and the social life
have been reviewed and I am confident improved and
refined. Student government has achieved a place of
real distinction and importance in the total operational
and administrative life of the campus.
2

Following Commencement Exercises Dr. Koehler chatted
with Dr. Albert Arend, Chairman of the Whitworth College
Board of Trustees, and his wife Pearl Arend.

Perhaps the outstanding achievements of all have been
in the realm of the academic. Topping this list, of
course, would be the quality of faculty people that it has
been our privilege to bring to the campus. Here I would
like to be known as a trumpeter swan and trumpet again
my high regard for this "splendiferous" group of scholarteachers.
I presume the next thing of importance would be our
accreditation for this is the life-blood of an institution.
Together these past few years we have achieved national accreditation for our teacher education program
and we have renewed our Northwest accreditation without any reservations, strings or visitations involved. This
is just about as high an academic standing as a school
of our type can achieve and we are deeply grateful to
God and all those who helped make this possible.
The next exciting academic achievement, I believe) is
in the realm of our calendar and curriculum. Here faculty leadership proved its vitality and worth as the entire faculty rolled up its sleeves and literally spent two
years in forging this new program. Our 4-1-4, refined
upon the gains and losses of others who had tried it
before we did, will be the most exciting venture in education experienced by students at Whitworth. Our continually flexible core program is just simply loaded with
potential and possibility. During these years) we have
brought to our program an A...tdio-Visual Department
which was practically non-existent. A Community Resources Workshop program that serves the entire community in area and was pioneered in this area by Whitworth. We have seen the refinement of our program
to the liberal arts and sciences and the upgrading of the
quality of our offerings all along the line.
As far as the Board of Trustees is concerned, we have

•)

HIS YEARS AS PRESIDENT
ing incompatible whatsoever between a finn Christian
witnessed the real vitality of the Board come to life
through a responsible and active use of the committee
system. This has greatly improved the ability of involving a large number of our trustees in the actual planning
and policy making roles of the institution.
Well, these arc just some of the things that have happened. Of course, what a person would like to do would
be to give a whole series of personal reminiscences and
anecdotes, some fantastically beautiful, some ridicuously
humorous, some representing outstanding achievement
and some representing unmitigated
failure.
But, of
course, the personal relationships such as we are experiencing here tonigh t are the ones we shall treasure long
into the future for they are not only of the hand and
head but they are intensely of the heart.
Now a word about Whitworth College, its goals and
its values. I want to state just as clearly as possible a
word about all of the pressure groups that are active in
college life today, not only at Whitworth but everywhere.
If they all have their way and all discipline and restrictions are removed from campus life and campus planning, if- the abiding desire of the Synod of Washington
and the founding fathers and the supporting publics
through the years to make Whitworth College a place
where Jesus Christ and His faith is pre-eminent, if all
of this gives way, then I say let's take Whitworth College and turn it over to the state for we no longer have
reason to exist. From the many travels I have been
privileged to enjoy and which have wearied me considerably physically but have stimulated me spiritually, I
would like to say unequivocally that there is a great
segment of America that wants Whitworth College to
be exactly what Whitworth College is-a place of the
finest quality academic preparation
but with a firm,
clear emphasis upon Christian faith as an integral part
of personal life and existence.
I find a great revulsion developing against the overintellectualism that has accompanied the fantastic increase in knowledge and our unbelievable scientific and
technological advance. People are still people. They are
not things and people still need people. Life is relationships and the finest unbreakable relationship of all is
the relationship of a person with Jesus Christ as the
revelation of God. I plead with you, faculty, students,
trustees, alums, everybody, do not lose this from the
Whitworth scene! It will be a struggle to keep but it
is a struggle well worthwhile.
Of course, it must be
refined. Of course, it must be relevant. Of course, it
must be creative. Rut above all, it must basically and
essentially be Christian. In the face of various pressures
and seeming intimidations, I have seen too many fine
Christian people withdraw their witness to within themselves or to church on Sunday when it should be radiantly expressed in all that they are and all that they do
all of the time. I firmly believe there is absolutely noth-

witness and the teaching of any academic subject at its
highest level.
I also wanted it clearly stated that I believe in institutions. I do not believe institutions are perfect. I do believe that institutions can be and should be and must be
improved and refined, but I believe in institutions.
I
believe in the college as an institution. Believe it or not,
I still believe in the church as an institution and because
1 believe it so fervently, I am going back into its life
directly. I am going to climb into its pulpit and I am
going to proclaim the gospel as fervently as I know how
and I am going to reaffirm my belief in the church of
Jesus Christ. I am filled way up to above here with the
whining and the yapping and the constant criticism, the
carping and the complaining about the church and what
it doesn't do. I am going out to reaffirm again what
the church has done, what it is doing and what it is
going to do as the body of Christ. I conceive Whitworth
to be an extension of that body. As I go out to do my
thing, I hope that you will do yours in the same manner
here at great old Whitworth.
They say the great trilogy is faith, hope and love. As
I leave I have great faith in you. I have tremendous
hope for you, and above all, I have a deep and abiding
love of you all. On this kind of an occasion, we are to
be reminded that old college presidents never die; they
only lose their faculties. In losing you, I am losing a
big chunk of my life and a huge hunk of my heart.
One of my professors in seminary in presenting the book
of Romans carne to its conclusion with a great shout,
"Let the last word be glory." And so let it be. "To the
only wise God be glory for evermore through Jesus
Christ our Lord."

Dr. Koehler's final service to Whitworth Coneee as President was to officiate at the Spring Commencement.
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Paul Merkel is stepping down as athletic director at
Whitworth College after 11 years to devote more time
to his duties as head baseball coach and physical education instructor.
Merkel's decision was announced by Dr. Mark Koehler in one of his last official acts as Whitworth president.
He left after commencement exercises.
In his 15th year at the Country Homes school, Merkel
has served in four capacities the last 11 years. Besides
athletic director, baseball coach and FE instructor, he's
been an assistant football coach. He's also resigning
from the latter position.
~is resignation becomes effective Aug. 31.
Koehler said the responsibilities of athletic director
likely will be divided among all members of the athletic
department in an innovation that would find no one
person carrying the entire burden or title.

Much Thought Given
In his letter of resignation Merkel said he made the
decision "after serious consideration."
"I feel you can hold down two jobs," Merkel told the
Chronicle, "but not four. Not and give each the adequate time and attention they deserve."

Merkel stated in his letter: "During these
past 11 years I have realized that a decision
would eventually have to be made as to
which of these positions I would be best
suited for in service to Whitworth. I have decided I most desire to teach in the classroom
. and to coach baseball.

Seminary

New York Area
Miss Jane Kingman.....

West L.A. Area
Rev. Robert Ryland.

Alumnus)

Yakima, Wn.

"1 have appreciated the opportunity of working as
director of athletics and of helping to develop the athletic program at Whitworth the past 11 years. 1 feel
there is a great future for Whitworth athletics and I will
be working as baseball coach to help where 1 can," he
wrote.
"Mr. Merkel has given us long, faithful service in this
department," Dr. Koehler said. "I think he made a wise
choice. The burdens were becoming more and more."

Position "Enjoyed"
Merkel, who said "I have greatly enjoyed the offcampus involvements in serving as director of athletics,"
has held several outside offices, including those on a national level.
He has served as president of the Evergreen Conference, among other positions; chairman of National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics District 1; president,
vice president and committeeman of the NAIA Base-

[
(

DR. ARCHER DISCUSSES
MINORITY CONCERNS
AT KIWANIS CLUB
By THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

f
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FINALLY

BECOMES AN ALUMNUS

Truman Jones, a Spokane accountant,
grinned in his understandable joy of the moment as Dr. Mark KoehJer handed
him a Degree
in Sociology
from Whitworth
College.
Truman
had been working toward this moment in night

school courses since 1960. He can now be referred to as
Alumnus Jones.

ALUM IS PLEASED
Dear Sir:
Please accept my congratulations for your work on the
Campanile Call. It is just what I had in mind when the
National Alumni Board voted to combine the two publications, Campanile Call and Whitwords. As an exChoir member, I was very appreciative of your coverage
of the 1969 Tour - words and text were great. As one
active in the arts today, I am pleased to sec that the
Campanile Call had commissioned the article by Drs.
Ebner and Redmond on the role of the arts. This was
unheard of even six years ago, and 1 am cheered by its
presence now.
You might be interested to know that 1 was appointed
Acting Director of the Society for the Arts, Religion and
Contemporary
Culture last February. Previous to the
appointment, 1 had worked for ARC as an administrative assistant.
Further, upon Whitworth's
nomination, 1 have been
elected to the 1969 "Who's Who in American Women."
I've never been quite sure whom to thank, so will you
please accept my recognition and appreciation to the
College for the nomination.
Cordially, Jane Kingman

Not That Much Power
Archer spoke to the group about the IlSU and the
black students at Whitworth.
He said that many believe that many of its demands
were met.
"That's not quite fair," he said. "mack students do
not have that much power. Many of the things they
demonstrated for were already in the process of coming
about."
He said most of the 23 black students at Whitworth
have expressed a desire to go into professions such as
psychology or sociology.
"And they've said that when they get their training,
they want to return to the ghettos and not sneak off and
try to integrate suburbia," he said.
Archer said a large percentage of the black students
do not now have a C average. The problem for many
of them, he said, is that they have never been in this
type of academic environment before.
Although Whitworth is not going to reduce' its graduation requirements, it will for a while readmit black
students whose grades arc not quite up to par, he said.
"I realize this is somewhat of a dangerous policy," he
said, "but so is keeping black students out."
(See Black Studies Article By Dr. Archer On Page Seven)

[
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One of the things that came out of Whitworth College's experimental course in history of the black man
this term has been an awareness by many white students of the great amount of material about black men
that has been left out of history courses, said one of the
course's instructors.
Dr. Lewis Archer, an "unofficial" adviser of Whitworth's Black Student Union and an English instructor,
told members of Kiwanis Club of Country Homes that
many contributions have been made by blacks that white
America is not aware: of.
For example, he noted that the McCoy of the "real
McCoy" expression was black, as was the man who first
discovered how to preserve blood.

ball Coaches Association; been a member of several
NAIA committees; served on the nine-man board of
directors of the United States Baseball Federation (as
well as serving as a USBF coach for the 1966 World
Tournament);
been a member of the U.S. Olympic
Baseball Commi ttee, and a member of the American Association of College Baseball Coaches.
"It has been a great honor and privilege for me to
represent Whitworth College in these different capacities," Merkel said. "I sincerely hope that this same relationship will continue as I maintain the baseball coaching and physical education classroom teaching."
•

ASSIGNED TO LOWRY AFB

Nicholas

C. Bullard

'69

SAN ANTONIO-Airman
Nicholas C. Bullard, son of l\fr. and
Mrs. Philip S. Bullard of 20H I R
l\farine View Drtve SW, Scuttle,
has completed basic traintnz at
Lackland
AFR, Texas. He has
been assigned to Lowry AFH,
Coto., for training in the supply
field. Airman
Bullard, a HHi4
graduate
of Bothell
(Wash.)
Senior Hig-h School, received hls
B.A. deg-r-ee in 1!Hl9 from Whitworth College, Spokane, \Vash.

5

SCENES

FROM

COMMENCEMENT

NOW IS THE HOUR ••••

THE HERO ••••

1

r
SEEING THE TOMORROWS ••••

l~
HER FINAL OFFERING ••••
6

PLANNING

AHEAD ••••

BLACK STUDIES

PLAN UNIQUE

By LEWIS F. ARCHER
(Dr. Archer has been assigned the job of preparing
the Whitworth Black Studies Program. The following
report outlines that program as it will become reality in
the Fall of 1969.)
A group of Whitworth students - both black and
white - and some faculty members have the audacity
to believe that black students can achieve their goals by
coming to Whitworth.
One of the results of this audacious belief is that in the fall of 1969, Whitworth College will begin its Blac k Studies Program. A report to
all the alumni and friends of the college is both necessary and appropriate because we believe the program is
unique in higher education.
It is an example of the
way a college can assist in the constructive reorganization of our society so that OUf social order will express
OUf
ideals with greater adequacy.
In September, 1968, Whitworth enrolled 23 black students. The previous year the college enrolled 3. This
striking change permitted Whitworth to become the only
college in the Pacific Northwest with over 2% of its enrollmen t black.
Whitworth:
2.23% black enrollment (23 students)
Washington: 1.4%
"
400"
WSU:
.72%
"
87"
Gonzaga:
.70%
14
"
EWSC:
.55%
30
"
Oregon State .43%
57
"
No college could be adequately prepared in advance for
such a radical change. Obviously many cultural, academic, and social patterns on our campus were bent
under the new strains. Many college patterns will be
permanently changed through this new concern for black
Americans.
In our new January Term the college became aware
of black culture through an experimental, team-taught
course called Afro-American History and Culture. The
students and the teachers became aware of the contributions of America's black culture. In the discovery of
our own ignorance, we became aware of the need to
explore and lay claim to this part of our American heritage. We white Americans can be proud of our black
heritage. After all, it is a part of our own heritage as
Americans.
Shortly after the January Term, the Black Student
Union was officially recognized by the Student Senate
as one of the official student organizations of the college, and funds were given to the BSU to begin their
operations. One of the sub-committees of the BSU is
the Black Studies Committee chaired by Mr. Ernest
Bligen, a freshman from New York City.
Since the Black Studies Program at Whitworth was
created and accepted without threats and violence, it
seems worthwhile to record how we went about creating
it. An encouragement to other persons and colleges may

be to know that such a task can be accomplished. The
planning began before Easter when I encouraged members of the BSU to come and see me about a Black
Studies Program. I made this offer because I knew the
program was intensely desired, but no progress was being
made toward the goal. Fortunately, the BSU sub-committee came to me, and we discussed the realistic possibilities for a black studies program. Then, before doing
a considerable amount of research or demonstrating, the
committee did a very wise thing. They went to the Dean
of the Faculty, Dr. Clarence Simpson, for an exploratory conference.
When the plan had been explained to Dean Simpson,
he gave it his personal support, and he agreed to support
it when the proposal went before the Academic Cabinet
for debate and approval. With this administrative support, the committee then prepared a proposal in some
detail. Students were assigned particular faculty members and carried the proposal to each one in person.
After a discussion with a faculty member, he was encouraged to sign a statement of support and return it
to the committee. Therefore, the proposal had been circulated and discussed for some time before it went
before the Academic Cabinet for approval. On April 24
the Cabinet approved in principle the Black Studies
Program and created a committee to implement the
program.
That special committee has since met and
completed the implementation procedures.
The concept of Black Studies at Whitworth is simple,
unique, and achieves many of the goals of the present
moment in our society. No other school in the United
States has such a program in operation. The closest attempt I am aware of is George Washington University
in Washington, D.C. At that school the BSU has opposed a separate black studies department, but the positive alternatives have not gone beyond the discussion
stage. Therefore, in hopes that the Whitworth Plan may
encourage us all, I shall outline the Black Studies Program, of. which phase one will begin in September. A
booklet will also be available in the fall which will explain the program to students, faculty, and interested
friends.
The experimental course, Afro-American History and
Culture, which was given for the first time in January,
now becomes the basic required course. It will be taught
during the regular terms, or in the January term. Enrollment size and interest will help determine when the
course is offered. A black instructor will teach the
course. There will be no other new courses added to
the curriculum. Rather, a "Black Studies Unit" will be
added to all the appropriate courses in the college. During the coming year the freshman and sophomore level
courses will be the main concern. New study units will
be added to more advanced courses until there is a corn(Continued On Next Page)
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plete selection of courses available. We have not pursued upper level courses at this time because we have so
few black students at the advanced levels. Since we do
not plan to incorporate black studies units into courses
without the interest and assistance of the BSU there
will be many appropriate courses which will not be included in the program until there is enough interest on
the part of the black students.
Hopefully within a few
years we will have a full-blown course of study which
includes freshman through graduate level work.
of
the immediate aids provided by the BSU is a large bibliography which will assist instructors in the creation of
the black studies units and the ordering of books for
the library and book store.
The first phase of the program will be done in this
way: An instructor freely agrees to incorporate a black
studies unit into those courses which he sees as appropriate. With the aid of the BSU he will design a syllabus
for this special unit of study. The instructor is free to
handle this unit in any way he desires. He may introduce some of the material into his regular course or
lecture schedule, or he may plan the unit as part of the
term paper or the library work of the course. After the
first year the assumption is that the black studies unit
of any course will be revised and expanded as students
move through the program. The work of the students
will create a body of materials which can be preserved
and expanded. The syllabuses and bibliographies which
come out of this program will be filed with the director
of the program so that the whole concept can be evaluated and coordinated.
No student is required to pursue black studies. He
must elect of his own choice to pursue the black studies
unit of any particular course. But also a student may,
under this program, pursue a great many courses which
contain the black awareness of that subject. The BSU
desires all black students to elect this plan, but white
students are also encouraged to elect these units. If a
student elects the black unit of a course, a notation is
made on his trancript that he has taken the black unit.
Finally, when he has completed a certain number of
units, a notation will be entered on his transcript that
he has completed a Black Studies Course.
There are many values in this plan which are especially significant to the small college. Although Whitworth is actively seeking more minority representatives
on its faculty, we need not wait for such instructors before beginning such a program. The students themselves
become the most valuable resource. Also, there is no
need to increase the number of course offerings. These
two considerations suggest that the Whitworth Plan is
far more- econrnic'al than the creation of a separate Black
Studies Department.
Significantly, this plan provides for a very large numher of course offerings. In September Whitworth will
have about 25 courses in many different disciplines each
J
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containing a black studies unit. Such an approach creates an inter- disciplinary program that covers many more
areas than a separate department could handle. Since
black students will be involved in all these areas, the
result will be the permeation of all parts of the college
by black awareness. A separate department could never
begin to achieve such a universal advance into the
academic world.
Thus, even though the plan is far more radical than
the usual black studies program, there is no denial of
academic freedom, and there is no need to justify the
program since it is not a separate department.
The
instructor maintains control over his course and his subject matter. The student helps create the content by
doing his own work in the subject. The college does not
spend time defending the legitimacy of a separate, autonomous department
of black studies. But, should
black studies grow into an impressive academic discipline, we will have a strong preparation in both library
materials and faculty training. A new department, based
upon a recognized need, would then be much more
easily established. In the meantime, the college is open
and free to move with any future developments.
Two final observations need to be made. First, Whitworth is fortunate to have a group of black students
who are committed to their education. They are determined to get a relevant education which can then be
used to achieve their goals. A college would profit if
more white students saw their college education in such
vital terms. Second, I have a hunch that if a college
assists, and even pushes, its students toward the productive achievement of goals, then far more is gained than
in waiting for students to demonstrate.
•

WOMEN'S MEET IS SET
Women's Conference 1969 will again be held at Pinelow Park on Deer Lake. The dates this year are September 26-28. To help in discussing and understanding
the theme, "By This \Ve Know," taken from I John
3: l6, the planning committee has chosen the book
Herein Is Love by Reuel L. Howe. Ineluded on the
program will be faculty women and faculty wives to
lead discussion groups.
The guest speaker will be Rev. Bill Tatum, pastor of
the Mercer Island Presbyterian Church in Seattle. Mrs.
Tatum will also attend the Conference. She is a graduate of the University of Washington. Together Rev. and
Mrs. Tatum have influenced the spiritual life of many
Whitworth students. He was pastor of Knox Presbyterian Church in Spokane for four years before going to
Mercer Island.
Women's Conference is a chance for the women students to get away from the campus and to enjoy a weekend relaxing and thinking together. Those planning the
conference say, "We would appreciate the prayer and
financial support of the entire Whitworth family."
•
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has ever had in the past or even in the present. I have
seen Christian missionary methods of conversion by
threat of starvation.
I shudder to think that such perversion of fact could
find print in a magazine published by an American college. But, then I shall console myself with it's source.
How common it is, how convenient, always to blame
the troubles of the world on others. God forbid we
should ever find out that it has all been caused by the
zealous, blinded bigots of Christianity, the missionaries.
Sincerely, a disappointed reader,
John O. Riddle
Cameraman
KSBW Television
Salinas Monterey, California
FOR WHICH WE GIVE THANKS ....
Dear Sir:
Thank you for sending me news releases and other
information about Whitworth College. I appreciate being on your mailing list and I hope that some day we
may meet personally.
I t is obvious that yours is an excellent school.
Sincerely,
August M. Hintz, Minister
First Baptist Church of Seattle
Seattle, Washington
MUSICALLY

SPEAKING ....

(The following letters are typical of many that were
received during the just finished year concerning the
1969 choir tour and the Varsity Quartet.)
Dear Sir:
All of us are still mighty appreciative of the choir ...
in many, many ways. The concert, of course, was outstanding. A real treat for all. Comments are still on the
lips of people. And the hosts have nothing but the
kindest of words to us about the singers. They were
buoyed up to have such young adults in their homes.
And Mrs. Nighswonger, our director of music, has exclaimed many times on how things were left-A-No.-1.
We look forward to seeing all of you again!
Sincerely yours,
Don Jann, Minister
First Presbyterian Church
Santa Rosa, California

Dear Sir:
We have just had the Whitworth Varsity Quartet at
our Church. We have found them to be a most delightful group of young men and women, or should I say
woman, These guys really radiated their appreciation

____________

\Il..\

of Whitworth College, but more than that, their faith
in Jesus Christ. May I say, to any Church that it would
be a wonderful experience for them to have the same
kind of opportunity that we have had here in Ellensburg.
The fellows sang in our worship service in the morning
and participated in leading worship. They also led in a
youth rally in the afternoon where there was almost a
hundred young people there. These young men and
woman have really been able to communicate their own
concern and faith, and also have been able to impress
the young people with the quality and with the sincerity
of a Whitworth student.
We, also, were blessed by the ministry of Dr. Koehler
as he spoke to our Church in the worship service in the
morning, and as he shared his faith with the young
people in Oill youth rally in the evening. I wish to thank
you for sending to us the publicity that we needed. And
I trust that in the future other churches might have the
same kind of spiritual uplift and revitalization of outlook
that we have had through the presence of these ambassadors of Whitworth College. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Don Meekhof, Pastor
First Presbyterian Church
Ellensburg, Washington

WHITWORTH GRADUATES
Continued

From Page One)

highest scholastic average-James
Eugene Leuschen, Seattle, who was awarded a bachelor of science degree,
summa cum laude.
The alumni Ideals Award went to Laura Jeanne
Bloxham, Redmond, Wash. Koehler said the award is
presented to the student who is distinguished in scholarship, religion, service to the school, athletics and a leader
in extra curricular activities. Miss Bloxham received a
bachelor of arts degree, cum laude.
Koehler read congratulatory messages from Gov. Daniel J. Evans and President Richard M. Nixon. He also
gave special tribute to William G. Wilson, associate professor of physics and engineering, who is retiring this
year.
And finally, he presented his interim successor Clarence Simpson with an oversized key to the executive
office.
Whitworth's honor graduates are: Laura J. Bloxham,
cum laude; Laura S. Bullard, cum laude; Valerie A.
Carlson, cum laude; Don M. Falk, Magna cum laude;
Nancy E. Goudzward, cum laude; Janice K. Graber,
cum laude; Mary E. Laschkewitsch, cum laude; Jeanetta
A. Linstrum, cum laude; Nancy E. Mash, cum laude;
Wendy S. Munro, magna cum laude; Jeanette N. Nokes,
(honors in art) ; Faye L. Senior, cum laude; David P.
Stanfield, cum laude; Pamela E. Thomas, cum laude;
Charlotte L. Unruh, cum laude; Kenneth M. White,
cum laude and honors in music; Gerald K. W. Wong,
cum laude; James E. Leuschen, summa cum laude, and
Radene M. Winkelman, magna cum laude.
•

_

Commencement Reflections ...

